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Background
• Verifiability on Wikipedia:

“people can check that facts or claims correspond to reliable sources”
• In practice : only few editors do check sources (0.3% of clicks in 2020, [Piccardi et al])
• Automated verification progressing but : imperfect, costful, ≠ human verification
• Unknown rate of claims unsupported by their sources
...but likely substantial : 40% on WAFER [Petroni et al], 44% on WICE [Kamoi et al]
• Other axes of citation studies :citation need, span, verification, reliability, source reliability an accessibility
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Wikipedia citation infrastructure
• Citation = anything within <ref> tag
• References can be named for reuse in an article
• Templated VS untemplated citations
• Citation templates → structure fields for various source types
• Citation groups on English Wikipedia : CS1, CS2, short cites...
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In-source locators : concept
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Questions
• What use of located citations on English Wikipedia?
6 random samples of 20,000 enwiki articles from 2014 to 2026
precise parsing of references and locators• Resolves parameters across templates and named references
wikiloc parser is released on Github and PyPi
• What associated verification cost?
Retrieved located & total number of pages for books and articles
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2026 locator coverage
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Locator evolution
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Locator evolution
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Verification cost evolution
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Discussion and conclusion
Locators are underused and could make verification more accessible
– Less time spent looking for relevant information
– Short fragments could be linked on Wikipedia
Tools : https://github.com/mrmvn/wikiloc/tree/main/tools
– Audit article citations when it comes to locators
– Suggest edits for some standard misuse of locator parameters
Further work :
– Combine with automated verification
– Extend parser to support other languages
– Extend cost study to other citation templates.
Relevance beyond Wikipedia
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Thank you !
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